
 

 

Chinnor Review Neighbourhood Plan 

REFERENDUM Thursday 6th May 2021 

Voters can vote at the polling station, by post or by proxy. 

 

SODC has published the specified referendum documents on 

its website which can be inspected at 

www.southoxon.gov.uk/chinnor-np 

 
If you need help accessing the referendum documents, please 

call the neighbourhood planning team on 01235 422600 or 
email planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk 

 
A hard copy of the documents will be available to view on 

Saturday 1st May 2021 at The Village Hall Car Park between 
10am and Midday – covid measures will be in place and will 
need to be adhered to. If necessary the documents can be 

made available to view at Chinnor Parish Council by 
appointment only –  

Phone 01844 353267 or email chinnorpc@btconnect.com 

 

 Annual Reports 
    2020-2021 

 

 
 

Contact CPC 
Community Pavilion, Station Road, Chinnor, OX39 4PU 

Phone:  01844 353267 
Email: chinnorpc@btconnect.com 

Website:  www.chinnorparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Follow us on Facebook for daily news and events 
Sign up for our enews by emailing  chinnorpc@btconnect.com  
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Chinnor Parish Council Chairman’s Annual Report by Cllr Robin Williams 
 

Having now served Chinnor Parish Council as Chairman for the last five years I 

have to say that the last year has not been the best of years but it has certainly 

brought out the best in our community.  

Covid has impacted on us all but the community at large has responded 

magnificently in many ways from street friends to neighbourly kindness, including 

our Good Neighbours Scheme and all those who volunteered to assist at the 

Vaccinations Centres. Our retail outlets have also responded by introducing take 

away and delivery services which on behalf of the council I offer our sincere 

thanks to you all not forgetting the Post Office, Chemist, Doctors Surgeries and 

emergency services. Hopefully lock down restrictions is nearing their end and we 

can start to return to a more normal way of life. 

Chinnor Parish Council continued to meet on a regular basis on Monday evenings 

via Zoom of which all residents are invited to join the meetings if they wish to do 

so. As you are probably aware, we have three Committees that meet on an 

individual Monday night as indeed do the Full Council. They each meet on 

different Monday nights: Full Council first Monday of the Month, Planning second 

Monday, Finance and General Purpose third Monday and Amenities on the fourth 

alternative Mondays. 

The Council continues to support various local community activities including the 

Good Neighbours Scheme, Greening Chinnor, Community Gardens, Community 

Orchard and Defibrillators maintenance not forgetting the August Bank Holiday 

Marquee in Whites Field, which is available, free of charge, to local community 

organisations subject to booking and availability. There is also a Parish Council 

Community Grant Scheme which is available annually when application requests 

are invited once the scheme opens. 

May the 6th is County Councillor Election Day and at that same event there is the 

referendum for Chinnor Neighbourhood Plan. Can I please urge you all to cast a 

Neighbourhood Plan vote on your preferred choice? 

Last but not least I would like to thank all Councillors Parish, County and District 

as well as Chinnor Parish Council employees for their continued dedication and 

support – Thank you! I wish you all a better year ahead. 

 
Planning Committee Report by Cllr Martin Wright 
 
There have been two major items of progress in the Planning area this year.  
Firstly, the SODC Local Plan has been approved and is in place (subject to last 
minute legal challenges). This gives major protection to Chinnor by acknowledging 
that we have had more than our fair share of development and plans no further 
major development in the Parish. Secondly, the Neighbourhood Plan has been 
revised and approved (subject to a successful referendum). This now includes a 
tight development boundary around the village, which will only permit infill and 
small-scale developments. We have to be aware, however, that these protective 
measures are only valid under current government legislation. 

Four of the five current major developments are near completion, but none of 
them have completed all their obligations so that OCC is unable to adopt any of 
these at present. We continue to pressurize the developers to complete. The fifth 
development, Persimmon, off Greenwood Avenue, has not yet started, although 
Reserved Matters have been approved. 

Old Kiln Lakes continue to be an area of concern. Taylor Wimpey have still not 
completed all their planning IDO obligations, so that the area is un-adopted and 
continues to be their private responsibility. As a result, we are unable to do 
anything about fencing, security or crowd access at the site, although we do 
continue to pressurize Taylor Wimpey on these and other outstanding matters. 

We continue to have good relations with SODC Planning Department and have 
had very few disagreements over the past year.  Indeed, the department has 
been extremely helpful, particularly in defining in detail what are and what are 
not planning matters for approvals and objections. 

We continue to represent the Parish strongly on planning matters but have to 
operate within the restrictions of planning legislation. 

We look forward to an un-confrontational and peaceful year in the planning area. 
 

 
 



Finance and General Purposes Committee Report by Cllr Neil Flint   March 2021 
 
This year has been unlike any other for everyone. Chinnor Parish Council 
continued to scrutinise its expenditure to ensure we get value for money; support 
the community and deliver its core services. Due to this strong position, we have 
been able to support a number of initiatives and programmes through our 
community grant scheme, which is in addition to other local and national 
schemes. 
We are always ready to support local events that bring us together. However, 
sadly this year, a number of key events such as the August marquee were unable 
to be hosted due to COVID. However, we are ready to support a great event when 
it can safely happen. This year has seen continued hard work by council staff to 
undertake their duty and maintain our wonderful village. It is important for us all 
to consider the legacy we leave for future generations. 
The Council continues to strive to ensure your money is spent diligently. We have 
actively spent this year assessing expenditure and sought opportunities to reduce 
this where we can. This can often be a challenge as I’m sure all personally 
experience in everyday life, particularly for us with the expansion of the village 
where our services and infrastructure come under greater demand. We take our 
role seriously as custodians of a number of village facilities – without which a 
number of groups and clubs would have nowhere to offer their services. 
Following on from our work over the last few years to review these sites to 
identify areas for improvement, we have also been gathering information on 
financial support available, such as CIL and Section 106 monies that will enable is 
invest and sustain these premises. This has resulted in a long term sustainable 
plan that ensures the facilities remain functional, in good condition and accessible 
for all the community. Over the next year, we will be looking to start to 
implement this long term plan and leave a positive legacy for our future 
generations. We anticipate our starting point will be to look at opportunities to 
improve and refresh the facilities at White’s Field to extend its lifecycle and 
access for the community. 
 
The council has committed to becoming more environmentally green. As part of 
this, we will be seeking opportunities to aid “green initiatives” that benefit the 
community and provide a positive and sustainable legacy for future generations. 
This has already seen a number of trees planted in the village and work is now 
underway to bring electrical vehicle charging points to the village. 
  
Please take the opportunity to join us at one of our finance committee meetings 
to learn more and discuss your thoughts with us during the public question time. 

Amenities Committee Report by Cllr Sue Ashdown   March 2021 
 
2020 Phew, what a year we have all had. To say life has been challenging is 
somewhat of an understatement.  However, with a bit of thought and sometimes 
imagination life in our Parish has not only continued but has been the envy of 
other Parishes and in some cases especially with regard to our Street Wardens, 
have been copied and implemented by other communities.  It has been difficult 
juggling Government guidelines with trying to complete projects and initiate new 
ones, but we have.  Chinnor Parish Council have been carrying out all regular 
duties as normal as it can ‘within Government Guidelines’ of course.  The Parish 
Office, albeit mainly working from home, has worked hard to keep the 
community well informed and co-ordinating the services that are available. 
 
PLAYGROUNDS have all been checked and kept completely safe and clean.  
Children and Parents have been able to enjoy our playgrounds throughout the 
latest lockdown.  Hopefully this has enabled children to let of steam and offered a 
small respite from home schooling for Parents as well. 
 

ALLOTMENTS – well Adults need to let of steam as well.  Chinnor Allotments have 

been in demand with all allotments taken.  The Committee have even hit upon 

the idea of splitting some allotments in half, enabling people with less time to be 

able to enjoy the benefit of growing fresh vegetables.  Well done to the Allotment 

Committee.  This year has been a new stand in Chairman – Bryan Roebuck as 

Gedd Wells after several years as firstly Membership Secretary and then as 

Chairman has decided to step down. On behalf of Chinnor Parish Council, a big 

thank you to Gedd, for all your hard work at the Allotments. 

GREENING CHINNOR – Unfortunately this year restrictions have seen a much 

scaled down activity list for Greening Chinnor. Litter Picks have not been able to 

happen.  Swap Shop has been another casualty with restrictions preventing 

gatherings of people. Friends of Chinnor Orchard, even though events have not 

been able to go head have been working and keeping things tidy.  

The historical section of the Orchard and surrounding area have been working 

hard with lots of information being uncovered and recorded which will ultimately 

be available to everyone to read. However, with the help of technology, meetings 

have been organised by zoom and everyone is enthusiastic about the future. Lots 



of things are being arranged for the future in anticipation of life returning to 

something like normal. 

YOUTH CLUB - Of course Youth Club like many other extra curriculum activities 

have not been meeting.  However, once again people have stepped up with the 

Youth Workers contacting children to ensure that things are okay and that they 

are not in need of any addition help.  Thank you to our Youth Workers. 

My thanks once again go Lee and Trevor our hard-working Maintenance Team 

who keep everything working as well as clean and tidy.  Together they ensure 

Chinnor remains a village that we can all be proud of. 

Whenever I tell people that I live in Chinnor and then try to explain how 

wonderful it is to live here I say that it is like living in a bubble of loveliness.  It is 

because of the People who live in Chinnor that this is so.  Whether it is people 

who organise or people who just want to help other people with shopping or a 

friendly chat we are so fortunate that we have all these wonderful people around 

us.  Thank you, people of Chinnor, whomever you are, for caring. You all make 

Chinnor this bubble of loveliness. 

Environment 2021 

Environmental Issues have really moved up the priority list of things to be 

achieved in recent years by Local Councils.  Chinnor Parish Council have not been 

sitting on their hands with regard to all things Environmental.   

An Environmental Working Group has been set up with Parish Councillors and 

members of the public and together the working group drew up an 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY STATEMENT which details exactly how Chinnor Parish 

Council should endeavour to implement this Greener way of working - This 

statement was approved by the Full Parish Council and can be accessed on our 

Website.  If anyone is unable to access this statement by this method, then 

contact the Parish Office and a copy of this statement can be given or sent to you. 

The statement takes into account Government legislation and regulations. It 

ensures that Chinnor Parish Council reviews and updates their thinking on 

Environmental issues and then periodically informs residents of Chinnor what has 

been achieved.  

Within our everyday working, the Grounds men and Office staff consider 

procedures to reduce waste.  We recycle everything that can be recycled.  We 

ensure all appliances are mended if possible before buying new.  All chemicals 

where possible are environmentally friendly, with bleach and solvents harmful to 

the environment being avoided.  

Chinnor Parish Council will also endeavour to minimise energy used and ensure 

that all emissions are kept as clean as possible.  We do not underestimate the 

difficulties that these new procedures bring with them, we understand that new 

attitudes and new ideas will have to be adopted. However, our Parish Councillors 

are forward thinking and are excited at the prospect of being able to promote 

CHINNOR as being at the forefront on Environmental Issues.  

We have introduced cycle racks to encourage the use of bicycles. We are having 

Electrical Vehicle points installed at Chinnor Pavilion.  Our Community Halls are 

being encouraged and supported by Grants from SODC to go green. The Village 

hall has all LED lighting and waterless urinals. The Reading Room has Solar Panels. 

White’s Field Pavilion is being assessed to see what can be done to make it more 

Environmentally Friendly. We are ensuring that hedges are clipped and trimmed 

at times when birds are not nesting. Areas of open space are being left for 

wildflowers to grow. By the end of the year over 100 trees will have been planted. 

Every day new initiatives are being brought to the table and where it is possible 

cash is being found to implement these ideas.  The Environmental Group are 

working with and supporting Chinnor’s Community Groups – The Community 

Garden, The Community Orchard, Greening Chinnor (which ever hat it may have 

on at the time – Litter Picking, Swap Shop etc) and The Allotment Society. This is 

urgent and we all must use our imaginations to bring forward fresh and inventive 

ways of protecting our Environment.  

Please let us know if you have any ideas – email or write to us at the Parish Office 

and if it is a sound idea and one that we can use we will endeavour to implement 

it. It is time for all of us to get involved. 


